Multiple cycles of high-dose chemotherapy for ovarian cancer.
Recent advances in hematopoietic support have extended the application of high-dose chemotherapy in the treatment of malignancy. The use of colony-stimulating factors and peripheral blood progenitor cells significantly have decreased the morbidity and mortality of such treatment compared with traditional autologous bone marrow transplantation. These innovations facilitate the use of multiple cycles of high-dose chemotherapy as consolidation after achieving best response to conventional chemotherapy or as initial treatment. Developing data suggest that this approach in both of these settings merit further evaluation for the treatment of epithelial ovarian carcinoma.